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2. Australian Entomological Society 


PLEASE LOOK OUT ! 


a 


for your 1975 subscription invoice, which is included among the supple- 
ments in the front of this Bulletin. 


Please pay your subscription as soon as possible to the Treasurer, 

Dr. G. Ettershank, Department of Zoology, Monash University, P.O. Box 92, 
Clayton, Vic. 3168. Late payments cause extra trouble to the Society's 
officers and extra expense to the Society, so please pay promptly and 
help: 


EXECUTIVE REPORT 


FFF FF FF FPF 


MEETINGS: 


The Canberra Executive met on 7 November, 5 December, 2 and 8 
January. The new Melbourne Executive met on 31 January. 


MEMBERSHIP: 


Since the last report, 6 new members have been elected, and 3 have 
resigned. Total membership is now 527, distributed as follows: 


NSW lll VIC 68 TAS 24 
OLD Il1ll SA 37 WA 25 
ACT 86 PNG 19 NT 6 
Overseas 3/7 Address unknown 3 


NEW MEMBERS: 


We welcome the following to membership of the Society: 
Elected 7 November '74 


Mr, J. Hunter, 249 Cardigan St., Carlton, Vic. 3053. Mr. Hunter is 
a B.Sc. Honours student, with interests in applied entomology. 


Mr.-M.P. Schwarz, 'The Bungalow', Devonshire Lane, Mt. Macedon, Vic. 
5441. Mr. Schwarz is a student member with particular interest in the 
Apoidea. . 


Elected 31 January '75 


Mrs. M, Tyndale-Btseoe, Division of Entomology, CSIRO, P.O. Box 1700, 
Canberra City, A.C.T. 2601. Mrs. Tyndale-Biscoe is a B.Sc. Honours 
graduate working as an Experimental Officer in the Division, and is 
concerned in the ageing of insectsand the life histories of dung beetles, 
blowflies and the bushfly. 


Mr. R.C. Kassulke, Diviston of Entomology, CSIRO, Private Bag No. 3, 
Indovrovoptlly, Qld. 4068. Mr. Kassulke is a Technical Officer in the 
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Division working on the control of weeds. 


Mrs. Mary N. Winokur, Department of Zoology, University of New 
England, Armidale, N.S.W. 2351. Mrs. Winokur is working as a casual 
demonstrator in the Department while studying for a Ph.D., and is 
interested in aquatic insects, particularly respiration, biological 
control of mosquitoes and the Ephemeroptera. 


Mr. J.E. van Someren Gréve, P.O. Box 6134, Boroko, Papua New Guinea 
is an entomologist with D.A.S.F. stationed at Konedobu. He is interested 
in the biology of Asilids, collects Trichoptera and currently is working 
on stored products insects. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS OR TITLE (State of previous residence in brackets): 


Mr. D.J.H. Adams, Science Department, Melbourne State College, 
757 Swanston St., Carlton, Vic. 3053. (Vic.) 

Mr. A. Barannikow, 21 Stanley St., Randwick, N.S.W. 2031. (PNG) 

Dr. I.R. Bock, Zoology Department, James Cook University, Townsville, 
Old. 4811. (W.A.) 

Mrs. A.D. Chapman, 8 Horne Place, Latham, A.C.T. 2615. (Qld.) 

Prof. R.H. Crozier, School of Zoology, University of New South Wales, 

P.O. Box 1, Kensington, N.S.W. 2033. (overseas) 

G. Daniels, 98 Harris St., Fairfield, N.S.W. 2165. (N.S.W.) 

. N. Dobrotworsky, 2 Kellaway St., Hackett, A.C.T. 2602. (Vic.) 

. B.A. Franzmann, Department of Primary Industries, P.O. Box 102, 


Toowoomba, Qld. 4350. (Qld.) 


Mr. S.T. Hassan, Department of Entomology, University of Queensland, 
St. Lucia, Qld. 4067. (Qld.) 

Mr. J.C. Herremans, P.O. Box 241, Lakemba, N.S.W. 2195. (N.S.W.) 

Mr. G.S. Hunt, Australian Museum, College St., Sydney, N.S.W. 2000. 
(N.S.W.) 

Mr. C.J.R. Johnston, 90 Old Warrandyte Rd., Donvale, Vic. 31ll. (Vic.) 

Dr. S.M. Khan, PCSIR, Black 95, Pakistan Secretariat, Karachi-2, Pakistan. 
(A.C.T.) 

Mr. R. Kohout, Flat 1, 17 Fifth Ave., Kedron, Qld. 4031. (A.C.T.) 


Father B.B. Lowery, Burke Hall, Studley Park Rd., Kew, Vic. 3101. 


Mr. 
Dr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Dr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Dr. 


(S.A.) 

R.P. McMillan, 82 Railway St., Cottesloe, W.A. 6011. (W.A.) 

A.W. Osborn, Department of Biology, Capricornia Institute of Advanced 
Education, M.S. 76, Rockhampton, Qld. 4700. (N.S.W.) 
R.J. Patterson, P.O. Box 782, Dubbo, N.S.W. (S.A.) 
B.C. Peters, 54 Tristania Tce., Dernancourt, S.A. 5075. 
L.A.J. Radunz, 6 Kuloomba St., Tamworth, N.S.W. 2340. (N.S.W.) 

D.J. Rogers, P.O. Box 20, South Johnstone, Qld. 4859. (Qld.) 

P.M. Room, CSIRO Cotton Research Unit, P.M.B. Myall Vale Mail Run, 
Narrabri, N.S.W. 2390. (overseas) 

E.R. and Mrs. P. Sinclair, C/- Mr. A.S. Kerridge, 63 Okinja Rd., 
Alexandra Headland, Qld. 4572. (Qld.) 

J.A. Thomson, 30 Stuart St., Griffith, A.C.T. 2603. 
G.C. Webb, 32 McLachlan Cres., Weetangera, A.C.T. 2614. 


(S.A.) 


(Vic.) 
(Vic.) 


Mrs. M.A. Williams (nee Stephenson - change of name). 


Dr. 


R.G. Winks, Division of Entomology, CSIRO, P.O. Box 1700, Canberra 
City, A.C.T. 2601. (overseas). 


4. Australian Entomological Society 


1975/75 STUDENT AWARD: 


This award has been made to Miss A.C. Frodsham, of the Department 
of Plant Pathology and Agricultural Botany, University of Sydney, for 
her essay "The emergence of native Australian insects as pests". No 
second prize was made, as other essays submitted for the Award were 
considered by the referees to fall below an acceptable standard. 


I should like to say first of all how much I appreciate the honour 
you have done me in electing me your President. This will involve some 
unusual tasks. Constitutionally it is the President's duty to act as 
the Society's representative in negotiations with the Commonwealth 
Government or national scientific bodies. The 7th Annual General 
Meeting held on 18th January adopted a recommendation of Council that 
the President, in consultation with her advisors, be authorised to seek 
on the Society's behalf the best and most liberal solution attainable to 
the vexed problem of Customs Regulation 13A. The Minutes of the meeting 
are included as a Supplement to this issue of the News Bulletin. 


In taking over direction of the Society's activities on this 
problem, I should like to record the gratitude of members for the 
personal efforts of the retiring Vice President and Secretary in this 
regard. 


My principal advisor will be the Vice President, and I do not 
propose to nominate others but will call on any member of the Society 
who may be able to advise me on a particular matter. I will not commit 
the Society to any course of action without a clear directive from the 
Executive, who will decide whether Council or the full membership should 
first be consulted. 


The authority I have been given provides for flexibility. For 
instance, whether or not negotiations with the Conference of Australian 
Museum Directors (CAMD) are satisfactory, it may prove desirable to 
discuss the legislation with officers of the Department of Science and 
the Australian Academy of Science. Geographically I am well placed for 
personal discussions with the Chairman of CAMD, who is currently the 
Director of the Queensland Museum. 


By invitation, I spoke on the legislation at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Australian Society for Parasitology in Canberra on 25th 
January, following comments by one of its members, Dr. I.M. Mackerras, 
and I can report that the meeting expressed its support for the course 
of action our Society is following. 


I have already written to the Chairman of CAMD informing him of the 
motion adopted at our AGM, and of our wish to see the following 
principles, established by Council, recognised in the Guidelines or by 
amendment of Schedule 12 of the Customs Act: 
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1. Exclusion from the Regulation of all insects and areas 
of work which have no relevance to the holotype problem. 


2. Free interchange of information and material between 
Australian scientists and their overseas colleagues. 


3. No discrimination between Australian scientists in 
concessions provided under the Regulation. 


4. No compulsion on Australian scientists to require a 
holotype declaration from anyone to whom they send material. 


A copy of the draft Guidelines dated 16/12/74 was sent to all 
members resident in Australia shortly before the recent AGM. I suggest 
that you look critically at that document in relation to these 
principles. If you wish to suggest modifications that should be sought, 
would you please let me know of them not later than 31 March? 


The papers debating Regulation 13A that were sent to you in May 1974 
included an authoritative statement that the matter of proposals for 
export control was not confidential; the Society however heard of it 
only after the legislation was enacted. I mention this because I want 
to emphasize that members both can and should inform the Executive of 
any non-confidential matter which they consider may affect Australian 
entomology or entomologists. The Executive then can judge whether the 
Society should take action. If our Society is to speak for Australian 
entomology it must be kept well informed, and those best placed to 
inform it are its own members. They also will often be in the position 
to urge that the Society should be consulted when matters affecting 
Australian entomology are under consideration. 


The Society has a testing time ahead of it and your new Officers 
look forward with confidence to your full and active support. 


Elizabeth N. Marks 


The formal Annual General Meeting was held at the Academy of 
Science, Canberra, on Saturday 18 January, and was immediately preceded 
by the llth Council Meeting. The 12th Council Meeting followed on 
Wednesday 22 January. 


This News Bulletin includes as a supplement the Annual Report and 
audited Financial Statements presented to the Annual General Meeting, 
together with the Minutes of that meeting. 


The Society Dinner, held at Bruce Hall, was attended by 66 members 
and guests on the evening of the 18th. Catering was excellent and, 
judging from the noise level of conversation, it was a very successful 
social occasion. 


On the following day, some forty members and guests were taken in 
private cars to Mt. Ginini in the Brindabella Ranges near Canberra, 
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where a substantial picnic lunch was provided in the shade of snow gums 
beside a ski run which provided ample parking space. Later, most visit- 
ing members went on by 4-wheel drive vehicles over several miles of very 
rough road to a point near Mt. Gingera. Here they had the opportunity 
of collecting in a nearby sphagnum swamp, or of climbing some 500 ft to 
view aggregations of Bogong moths that aestivate in caves near the summit 
of the mountain. The weather was ideal (even if the roads were very 
dusty), and insect life and wild flowers were abundant. Some cars 
returned to Canberra by an alternative route, with a diversion to 
inspect the Bendora Dam, one of a series of dams on the Cotter River 
that provides Canberra's water supply. 


The Dinner and excursion were organised by the A.C.T. Regional 
Councillor, assisted by local members who provided transport for 
visitors, and whose wives helped with catering for the excursion. 
Members of the previous Executive hope that visiting members found the 
weekend both interesting and relaxing prior to the rigours of ANZAAS 
week. 

P.B. Carne 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 


A farewell dinner was organised in the University of Western 
Australia for Mr. Murray Wallace before his departure to CSIRO in 
Canberra. The occasion provided an opportunity for the entomologists in 
the state to meet as well as to hear a brief lecture on some of the 
important aspects of Murray's work. 


The State Department of Agriculture has embarked on an extensive 
biological control programme involving the importation of 132 million 
Trichogramma parasites from California for use against Heltothts 
armigera in the Ord River Project. Releases have been taking place 
since December 16th with 11 million Trtchogramma every 3-4 days. The 
disruption caused by Cyclone Tracy affected part of this programme, 
mainly due to transportation problems. Phil Michael and Stewart 
Learmonth report encouraging progress from their monitoring of the 
effects of the release. 


Dr. W. Van den Berg has arrived from South Africa for one year in 
W.A. (at CSIRO), to investigate the possibility of biological control of 
introduced acacias in South Africa used mainly for dune stabilization. 
He is primarily interested in seed eating insects. 


Dr. John Major has arrived to teach at the West Australian 
Institute of Technology. He is interested in ants. 


Dr. Win Bailey of the University of Western Australia has completed 
a visit to the Museums of the eastern states prior to his revision of 
the Copiphorinae (Orthoptera: Tettigonioidea). 
W.J. Bailey 
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SOUTH AUSTRALTA: 


A committee has been formed to advise the State Department of Health 
on Australian Arbo Encephalitis. Two entomologists have been appointed 
to this committee: Dr. Roger Laughlin of the Waite Institute and 
Mr. Peter Allen of the Department of Agriculture. 


Warte Agricultural Research Institute 


During November, Professor Daniel Benjamin visited the Institute for 
a few days on his way to New Zealand while on leave from his present 
position as Program Co-ordinator at the Agricultural University of 
Indonesia at Bogor. Professor Benjamin is Professor of Forestry and 
Entomology at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, U.S.A. He gave a 
seminar on Feeding Behaviour of Neodtprion sawflies while in Adelaide. 


During January, Dr. Peter Miles and Miss Helen Brookes were in 
Canberra for ANZAAS, and also attended the Society's Annual General 
Meeting. 


Mr. Boedijono, a Sugar Entomologist from Indonesia, was with us for 
a few days during February. 


Mr. David Cooper has received a Senior Wool Co-operation Fellowship 
to work on Insect Pathology. 


During March, Dr. Dudley Pinnock is arriving to take the position of 
Temporary Lecturer during the absence of Dr. F.D. Morgan. He is well 
known for his control of lepidopterous insect outbreaks with Bactllus 
thuringtensis. 


South Austrakcian Museum 


Mr. Gordon Gross has returned from his overseas visit which combined 
long service leave with work on a New Hebrides Expedition collection and 
Royal Society meeting. While away he travelled in England, Scotland and 
Wales, then later in Belgium, France and Germany. 


Dr. David Lee has also returned from overseas; while away he attended 


a conference of Acarologists. 
R.S. Bungey 


TASMANIA: 


As a result of the collapse of a section of the Tasman Bridge, 
Dr. Robin Bedding and Mr. Ray Akhurst of CSIRO Division of Entomology 
have moved their nematology laboratory to quarters closer to "Stowell", 
the CSIRO laboratory on the western side of the Derwent River. Their 
laboratory was previously at Cambridge, on the eastern side of the river. 


R.J. Hardy 
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VICTORIA: 


Move of Executive to Melbourne 


The Executive of the Society has now moved to Melbourne following 
elections at the A.G.M. at the Australian Academy of Science, Canberra, 
on 18th January. The first meeting of the new executive was held at the 
V.P.R.I. on 31st January. 


Victorian Pkant Research Institute 


Dr. T.G. Amos has returned from an overseas tour of centres of 
stored products research in the U.S.A., Canada, U.K. and Israel. He also 
attended the First International Working Conference on Stored-Product 
Entomology in Savannah, Georgia, U.S.A., where he delivered a paper on 
some effects of the Insect Growth Regulator, Altosid on Trtboltum 
castaneum,. 


The Stored Products Research Unit at the V.P.R.I. has recently taken 
delivery of 6 silos and wheat to enable expansion of experimental work on 
the biology and control of insect pests of stored wheat. 


CSIRO Division of Building Research 


Dr. John French has been trapping both male and female elm bark 
beetles, Seolytus multtstriatus, in flight, using aggregant pheromones. 
During the 2 weeks prior to Christmas 1974 a total of 22,000 beetles was 
collected from 14 traps in the Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. Dr. John 
Peacock (Principal Entomologist, Dutch Elm Disease Research, N.E., U.S.A.) 
has asked John to test traps using a new dispenser which releases the 
pheromone over a much longer period than the 3-4 weeks of present traps. 
Dr. Peacock comments that in Detroit, with comparable catches of less 
than half those in the Botanic Gardens, about 10% of elms are dying each 
year of dutch elm disease. Collaboration in trapping between Australia 
and U.S.A. will result in a doubling of the flight period time during 
which new techniques can be assessed. 


Department of Zoology, Monash University 


Mr. Peter Mitchell has commenced research on the biology of the 
Argentine ant for an M.Sc. under Dr. George Ettershank. 


Dr. Dudley Pinnock will be coming to Monash during February as a 
visiting lecturer; he will also be visiting the Waite Institute and 
Queensland University. 


Departnent of Zoology, La Trobe University 


Prof. Ian Thornton and Dr. Tim New had a successful Psocoptera- 
collecting trip in the Bismark Archipelago. 


In March, Prof. Thornton will be visiting the University of Malaysia, 
Kuala Lumpur, as an external examiner. 


Mr. Steven Goodwin, a Ph.D. student, has recently obtained a post 
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with the N.S.W. Department of Agriculture at Rydalmere. 


Mr. John Hoskins, a postgraduate student has commenced studies on 
leaf hoppers which act as vectors for a leaf roll disease of strawberries. 
The work will be supervised by Dr. W. Danthanaryana. 


Forests Commission 


Mr. Fred Neumann has recently been awarded an M.Sc. at the University 
of N.S.W. for a thesis entitled "Autecology and control of Dtdymurta 
violescens (Leach) (Phasmatodea: Phasmatidae) inhabiting the central 
highlands of Victoria." 


The Commission is continuing its study of flora and fauna of mixed 
eucalypt forest and adjacent pine plantations at Myrtleford, N.E. 
Victoria. Work is also continuing on effects of various silvicultural 
treatments on insect populations in mixed eucalypt species in the Boola 
Boola forests north of Traralgon, East Gippsland. 


Genetics Department, University of Melbourne 


Prof. W.R. Atchley joined Prof. M.J.D. White on his grasshopper 
collecting expedition to arid areas of Western Australia in January and 
February. 


Dr. D.L. Porter has returned from the A.N.U. to take up a post as 
lecturer in Biology in the Genetics Department. 


Vepartment of Zoology, University of Melbourne 


Mr. John Hunter, a new member, has recently completed an honours 
thesis on the biology of malathion-resistant and susceptible strains of 
four species of stored grain beetles. 


Natzonak Museum of Victoria 


Mr. Arturs Neboiss spent 3 months overseas last year visiting museums 
in Stockholm, Brussels and Lausanne and attending the First International 
Symposium of Trichoptera at Lunz Amsee, Austria. A grant from the 
Australian Biological Resources Study enabled Arturs to spend 3 weeks 
collecting Trichoptera in Tasmania during November-December 1974. He 
plans a further short collecting trip to E. Gippsland. 


Dr. H.H. Ross, an American trichopterist, visited the National 


Museum in December. 
P. Williams 


AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: 


Prof. Henry Howden of the Department of Biology, Carleton University, 
Ottawa, 1S spending about 8 months in Australia. Prof. Howden, whose 
interest is Geotrupidae, and his wife Anne, a specialist in Curculionidae, 
will be travelling and collecting until April and will then work in 
Canberra at CSIRO Division of Entomology. 
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Certain Australian Acacia and Hakea species have become serious weeds 
in southern Africa and as a consequence Dr. Stefan Neser and Dr. Michael 
van den Berg of the South African Plant Protection Research Institute at 
Pretoria arrived in Australia on 3lst December 1974. 


During January and February Dr. Neser and Dr. van den Berg collected 
insects which feed on the seeds and fruits of Hakea species in south 
eastern Australia. Dr. Neser has now returned to Pretoria while 
Dr. van den Berg will spend 11 months in Western Australia, and then 
about 1 year in Sydney where he will study potential biological control 
candidates for the troublesome Acacia species, which include A. mearnset, 
A. dealbata, A. melanoxylon, and A. longtfolta. 

T.E. Bellas 


NEW SOUTH WALES: 


Narrabrar 


During the past year a multidisciplinary team of entomologists and 
agronomists from the CSIRO Division of Plant Industry and the N.S.W. 
Department of Agriculture has been built up to study methods for the 
management of insect pests on cotton. Drs. N.T. Thomson and F.E.M. Gillham 
are studying cotton breeding for resistance to insects; Mr. A.B. Hearn 
is a cotton agronomist considering models of economic losses caused by 
insects; all the entomologists are studying the ecology of Heltothis spp., 
the main pests, and in addition Dr P.M. Room is working on the ecology of 
Heteroptera and natural enemies, Dr. K.G. Wardhaugh is working on the 
Homoptera, thrips and mites, and Mr. A.G. Wilson is working on other 
Lepidopterous pests. Mr. L. Greenup from Tamworth is studying insecticide 
resistance. Dr. R.E. Fye, a visiting entomologist from Tucson, Arizona, 
is working on pest/predator modelling and the 'herding' of pests and 
natural enemies between crops. 


Department of Zoology, University of New England 


Mr. John Hilditch has now submitted his Ph.D. thesis on ‘Effects of 
temperature and soil moisture on the abundance and distribution of 
pasture scarabs (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae)', and he has returned to 
Adelaide. 


Associate Professor Ted Giles, who is on study leave, will be spend- 
ing February and March working in the Department of Population Biology in 
the Research School of Biological Sciences at the A.N.U., Canberra. 


Mrs. Mary Winokur, from the University of Utah, is at present 
working in the Department on the functional morphology of mayflies. She 
is interested in various aspects of aquatic entomology. 

J. Ridsdill Smith 
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QUEENSLAND: 


Dr. Gordon Hooper of the University of Queensland is currently 
spending one year's sabbatical leave as Visiting Professor at the 
Michigan State University. Hr is working with Professor A.W.A. Brown on 
resistance potential and metabolism of juvenile hormone analogues. 


During November Dr. Elizabeth Exley and her newly appointed Research 
Assistant Ross Storey were joined by Tom Weir and Tim Angeles of the 
Department of the Northern Territory for a collecting trip to the 
Northern Territory. They collected native bees from Alice Springs to 
Darwin. 


Geoff Monteith has made two field trips to Cape York in connection 
with his study of the biogeography of Cape York on which he is 
collaborating with ornithologist Jiro Kikkawa. 


Our congratulations to Malcolm Capbell, who was awarded a Ph.D. for 
his thesis "The biology and behaviour of Culicotdes brevitarsis (Diptera: 
Ceratopogonidae) with particular reference to those features essential to 
its laboratory colonization." Eric Sintlair has also submitted his Ph.D. 
thesis entitled "A life-system study of Cryptophlebta ombrodelta (Lower) 
(Lepidoptera: Tortricidae) in south east Queensland." Eric and his wife 
Penelope departed for England on December lst. 


Dr. Angus Macqueen of CSIRO Long Pocket Laboratories, Brisbane, has 
been temporarily transferred to Rockhampton until June 1975. While there 
he will evaluate the activity of introduced dung beetles in the field. 


Dr. Robert Sutherst of the Cattle Tick Section, CSIRO Long Pocket 
Laboratories, Brisbane, is spending a year (which commenced in July 1974) 
studying population models with Professor Southwood at Imperial College 
Field Station, Ascot, U.K. He will attend various conferences in Europe 
and intends to return to Australia via U.S.A. and Japan. 


Dr. Harry Wharton of CSIRO Long Pocket Laboratories, Brisbane will 
be attending a Hemoparasite Workshop being held by Centro Internacional 
de Agriculture Tropical at Cali, Colombia from March 17 to 22, 1975. 


Miss Carina Cilliers from the Plant Protection Research Institute, 
Pretoria, South Africa, is visiting Brisbane for six months from 
September 1974. She is surveying insects attacking Australian species of 
Hakea and Acacta which have become pests in South Africa. 


The Biological Control Section of CSIRO Division of Entomology at 
Long Pocket Laboratories has received a grant from the Rural Credits 
Development Fund for work on biological control of water hyacinth. 


Dr. Dick Drew of the Department of Primary Industries, Indooroopilly, 
has commenced an enlarged project on fruit fly ecology following the 
award of a Rural Credits grant for a collaborative D.P.I./University of 
Queensland project with Dr. Hooper. 


Major concern is felt following identification of Dacus frauenfeldt 
Schiner from New Guinea among specimens collected by Geoff Monteith from 
the tip of Cape York. John Rogers of D.P.I., South Johnstone, has 
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collected further material in an attempt to define the extent of the 
infestation and to determine local host fruits. 


Among the entomologists evacuated from Darwin following Cyclone 
Tracey is Neil Forrester, temporarily attached to D.P.I., Toowoomba, to 
continue his studies on the initiation of diapause in sorghum midge. 


D.P.I. entomologists Rod Elder and Ian Galloway collected spur- 
throated locusts and scelionid parasites in Central and Northern 
Queensland as part of their study of the current serious outbreak. Ian 
is currently studying scelionid material in the ANIC, Canberra, with an 
Australian Biological Research Grant. 


Don Rossiter, Peter Allsopp, and Ian Kay of D.P.I., Toowoomba, are 
currently involved with migratory and spur-throated locusts at Taroom, 
Injune, and St. George respectively. 

M. Bengston 


Visrtors to the far north 


29 January 

Geoff Monteith (Brisbane) arrived and spent the night with me on his 
way to Bamaga for “wet" weather collecting around the Tip and at Weipa. 
He passed through on his way home on 9 February, and I saw him for a 
short while in between his flights. 


30 January 

Henry Howden, wife Anne and daughter Lucy (Canada) arrived to spend 
about three weeks in the area collecting Coleoptera in general and 
Geotrupidae in particular. He is also doing some work on my collection. 


1 February 
Sue Beattie (Melbourne) arrived for a three weeks stay; her interest 
is Lucanidae and Cetoninae, plus the environment in general. 


The "wet" season appears to have started as from 29 January, so 
collecting is limited. I took Henry and Sue on a trip over the Desailly 
Ra. (Cooktown Rd.) on 3 February, and got away from the rain, but 
although we found plenty of good low eucalypt blossom, it was nectar-free 
due to the dry conditions and a gale force S.E. wind was blowing. 


Henry had some interesting collecting with John Barrett in the 
Atherton area, where he was out of the rain. He is having some success 
locally with pit-fall traps and lures. 

J.G. Brooks 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA: 


Mr. T.V. Bourke, stationed at Popondetta, has resigned his position 
as Chief Entomologist with D.A.S.F. 


Mr. A.A. Kirk, for many years an entomologist with CSIRO, working in 
the U.K., Africa and France, has joined the staff of the University 
Biology Department. Alan has been involved with many entomological projects 
including the Sirex wasp, dung beetles and the bio-control of some weeds. 
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We wish Alan a happy and productive sojourn in P.N.G. 


For some time, P.N.G. professional entomologists have faced serious 
delays in obtaining permits to export non-protected insects, while recent 
legislation suggests that permission must also be obtained before 
importing specimens. Government policies relating to the international 
exchange of non-protected insects are not clear and have led to at least 
one member of the Society being taken to court. The P.N.G. section of 
the Society has therefore decided to hold a meeting on the subject with 
an invitation to the Division of Wildlife to clarify matters. A report 
of the meeting will be given in the next News Bulletin. 


I have just completed an 11 day tour of P.N.G. photographing insect 
pests and their damage to major crops for use in the University Entomology 
Course. I am extremely grateful to a number of members of the Society 
who provided time, transport and expertise during the trip. 

A.D. Johnston 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Eric Matthews raises several interesting points in his ‘'Future 
Trends in Insect Taxonomy'' (News Bulletin, Nov. 1974). I fully agree as 
to the need to produce generic manuals for identification, and I agree 
that entomologists can just as well discard the subspecies as a category. 
On the species level, I agree that we must dispense with the “overbruden 
of nomenclatorial rules and regulations". This might most easily be done 
by adopting some form of the "rule of the latest revisor", in which major 
revisions and monographs are accepted as the "new Linnaeus” of that 
particular group, such that no paper prior to the monograph could affect 
usage in that group (Howden, Evans and Wilson, 1968, Systematic Zoology, 
17: 188-191). 


The idea of voucher specimens is excellent and should be more widely 
accepted by ecologists, behaviorists, physiologists, etc. But to call 
segregates by code numbers is hardly practicable. Ecological and 
zoogeographical studies require knowledge of the species one is talking 
about, and this will necessitate even more borrowing of "“type-like" 
specimens than now. Also, code numbered entities can scarcely be indexed 
in Zoological Record and elsewhere. Matthews suggests that “keynote” 
species be named, but what one person considers a “keynote” species this 
year may be insignificant 5 years from now (and vice versa). Who knows, 
in fact, what species may prove critical to studies of zoogeography, 
experimental ecology, comparative behavior, or whatnot? Furthermore, how 
can we hope to prepare generic manuals without knowledge of the full 
scope of morphological variation among the species of a genus? 


I am all for a new breed of taxonomists, but not at the expense of 
"squeezing out" the old breed. Those who enjoy “alpha taxonomy" should 
not only be encouraged, but their ranks should be greatly increased. 
Rather than being subject to criticism, they should be made partners of 
the systematic ecologists. The current trends toward shorter and more 
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concise descriptions, accurately illustrated, and toward the dropping of 
authors names after species, should be encouraged. But Linnaean 
nomenclature as such remains useful and attractive, provided we can 
recycle some of the legalistic garbage that now accompanies it. 
Biological species deserve names even if they are separable only on the 
most esoteric of features. 
Howard E. Evans 
Professor of Entomology 
Colorado State University, 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523, U.S.A. 


By kind permission of the editor I have been given the opportunity 
to reply to Howard Evans" letter. I shall be as brief as possible. 


Perhaps the main point that I need to re-emphasize is that I believe 
the genus should be the focus of alpha-taxonomic studies, rather than the 
species. It is of course necessary to know the full scope of morpho- 
logical variation within a genus by assigning all known species, name and 
unnamed, to a genus, but I dont see that it is necessary to name all the 
included species to do this. 


The argument that one cannot know beforehand what species may prove 
critical for biological studies in the future is one that is always 
raised to justify species-level revisions. It is quite true, as far as 
it goes, but I believe we are faced with the need to establish a system 
of priorities for classical taxonomic practise. Given a choice between 
doing what we know to be immediately useful, and what might be useful in 
the future, which should we do? 


The point is that the number of practising insect taxonomists is 
ludicrously low in proportion to the number of insect species. It is 
true that "their ranks should be greatly increased", but we must face the 
fact that they won't be. They are more likely to be decreased. There 
is, therefore, no hope of ever being able to name and describe every 
species of insect in the world, or even in Australia, which is why we 
need some discussion at this time of what possible alternative activities 
Should receive priority. 


I agree that no species should receive code designations unless they 
are very informal and temporary, otherwise we will fall right back into 
the same trap and merely substitute “rules of codification" for rules of 
nomenclature. 


The "latest revisor" rule scarcely applies to Australia, as most 
higher groups here have not received even one adequate revision. 


E.G. Matthews 
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MISCELLANEA 


ee 
Appeals for ingforunmation and specimens 


Ms Kay Pearse (Department of Genetics and Human Variation, La Trobe 
University, Bundoora, Vic. 3083) is working on geographic variation in 
Heteronympha merope merope (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae), and would be 
pleased to hear from any members who can help with information. She is 
particularly interested in determining the exact limits of distribution, 
and would appreciate dates and localities of specimens in private 
collections. 


Mr. Andrew A. Calder (Department of Zoology, La Trobe University, 
Bundoora, Vic. 3083) is working for a Ph.D. on the taxonomy of the sub- 
family Crepidomeninae of the family Elateridae (Coleoptera). The click 
beetles of this sub-family are particularly elongate and have expanded 
tarsi; some are also rather metallic in appearance. Mr. Calder would 
like to hear from members with specimens in their collections, and would 
like to borrow them if possible (especially West Australian specimens). 
He is also making a phylogenetic study, and would be grateful for a loan/ 
gift of specimens of other Elateridae for dissection, so that he can 
establish the "basic plan” of genitalia in the family. 


Posctions vacant 


The National Council for Scientific Research, Zambia, advises that 
it has vacant positions for a tsetse fly ecologist (to study population 
dynamics and field biology of tsetse flies), a mammalian ecologist (to 
determine the spectrum of sources of blood meals for tsetse flies in 
specified areas), and a tick ecologist (to study population dynamics of 
the dominant ticks of a specified area). Further information on these 
positions may be obtained from the Bulletin Editor. 


BOOK NOTICES 


a 


BARTON BROWNE, L. (1973) ed. Experimental Analysis of Insect Behaviour. 
Springer-Verlag, Berlin/Heidelberg/New York. 366 pp. 151 fig. 
Price $A16.00. ISBNs 3-540-06557-1 and 0-387-06557-1. 


Originating from a symposium of the same title in the programme of 
the 14 International Congress of Entomology held in Canberra, August 1972, 
this book presents an extremely important contribution to the understand- 
ing of insect behaviour and its underlying mechanisms of control. 


While the basis of the work was founded in the symposium, its scope 
has been intentionally widened to accommodate other authors who were 
unable to attend the Congress, and to allow the inclusion of information 
up to early 1973. As a result the editor has been able to make a skilful 
integration of a wide variety of approaches to the experimental analysis 
of insect behaviour. 
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The volume contains 25 papers by 31 authors covering studies ranging 
from the wholly electrophysiological to the wholly behavioural levels. 
It highlights at the one time the current state of scientific knowledge 
of strategies of insect behaviour and their neurophysiological bases, and 
perhaps just as importantly where understanding of these systems is 
deficient. The latter is best summed up in the book by J.S. Kennedy who 
quotes Hoyle's (1970) paradox that "the investigator suffers simultaneously 
from a dearth of information...but a surfeit of recordings”. 


Some contributors have presented detailed studies and reviews which 
are based upon their own particular lines of research, whilst others have 
chosen to present reviews of considerably wider scope. 


The only serious error in the whole work is that one of the plates 
depicting the righting response of the cockroach, Gomphadorhina, has been 
printed upside-down. However, in that the whole book was prepared 
directly from typed masters, the overall technical presentation is very 
commendable. 


This is quite definitely not a book to be read from cover to cover, 
but it does provide an excellent source of reference for students and 


research workers alike. 
R.J. Bartell 


SOUTHCOTT, R.V. (1973) Survey of Injuries to Man by Austrakcan 
Terrestrial Arthropods. 165 pp. (Available from the author at 
2 Taylors Road, Mitcham, S.A. 5062.) 
Price $All.00 plus postage and packing. ISBN 0 909435 OO 6. 


This volume is the result of many years of careful recording of 
injurious encounters between man and terrestrial arthropods, based on the 
author's own experience in medical practice and on reports gleaned from 
other doctors and from published sources. The author starts with general 
remarks on the history, incidence and nature of arthropod injuries to 
man, and then reviews the individual groups of arthropods responsible for 
these. The scope is wide, covering amongst other topics bites and stings 
from assorted organisms, vesicating secretions, urticating hairs, myiasis 
and psychological disturbance. The volume concludes with an extensive 
commentary on an earlier work by Professor D.J. Lee on the same subject, 
and details of surveys in a military training area and of university 
lectures undertaken by the author. 

P. Ferrar 


COLLINS AUSTRALIA has just published the first three titles in its 
new Australian Naturalist Library series, which aims to bridge the gap 
between popular but superficial nature books and volumes written for 
professional scientists, in the same way as their very successful New 
Naturalist series did in Britain. The first three books are Living 
Insects by R.D. Hughes, Bitd Life by Ian Rowley, and Fish of the Ocean 
and Shore by J.M. Thomson. Late in the year it is hoped that Spiders by 
B. Main and Frogs and Toads by M.J. Tyler will also appear, and other 
subjects are also in preparation. 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS 
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MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATION NO. 7 


"The Entomology of Citrus in New South Wales" 
(W.W. Froggatt Memorial Lecture) 


by P.C. Hely, N.S.W. Department of Agriculture 


20 pp. Price: $A1.00 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATION NO. 2 


Directory of Australian Entomol ogy" 


Lists professional and non-professional entomologists, their fields 
of interest and places of employment. 


51 pp. Price: $Al1.00 (50¢ to Society members) 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATION NO. 3 
'The Collection and Preservation of Insects'' 
by K.R. Norris and M:S. Upton, CSIRO Division of Entomology 
This publication has been fully revised and expanded, and replaces 
Handbook No. 1. It is indispensable to all who collect insects, 


whether amateur, professional or student. 


40 pp. Price: $A2.00 


Obtainable from the Business Manager, C/- Department of Primary Industries, 
Meiers Road, Indooroopilly, Qid. 4068. 


APM Forests Pty. Ltd. 

Bayer Australia Ltd. 

Boots Pure Drug Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
CIBA-Geigy Ltd. 

Cyanamid Australia Pty. Ltd. 


Dow Chemical (Aust.) Ltd. 


 —_ 


IC! Australia Ltd. 


Shell Chemical (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


Rohm and Haas Australia Pty. Ltd. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE 


JANUARY 1975 
REISE SOS 


The Executive is pleased to present the Society's Seventh Annual Report, 
covering the period July 1973 to December 1974. 


EVENTS OF NOTE DURING THE PERIOD 


Fourth Honorary Member. - The 6th Annual General Meeting at Quindanning, 
Western Australia, elected Mr. F.A. Perkins the fourth Honorary Member of the 
Society. 


Landmark. - During 1974, membership of the Society passed the 500 
mark. We are now one of the largest societies of the kind in Australia, and 
our rate of growth shows no sign of slackening. 


Student Award Winners. - Mr. H.M. Henderson, a student of the 
Department of Plant Pathology and Agricultural Botany, University of Sydney, 
was awarded the 1973/74 Student Award for his essay “Insects and man; 
successful organisms for different reasons". A special runner-up award was 
made to Miss R.F. Whitehouse, of the same Department, for her essay “Agriculture 
has been the insects’ best friend and enemy". 


Opinion survey. - One of the Executive's major undertakings of the 
year was the preparation and circulation of papers and a questionnaire on 
Customs Regulation 13A, and the analysis of the returns published in News 
Bulletin Vol. 10, Pt. 3. 


EXECUTIVE MEETINGS 
The Executive met on 18 occasions. The Regional Councillor for the 


A.C.T., the News Bulletin Editor and the Assistant Secretary attended these 
meetings by invitation. 


CHANGES OF OFFICE BEARERS 
Owing to pressure of research commitments, Dr. T.E. Woodward resigned 
as Taxonomic Editor in August 1974, having served the Society in this office 


Since 1971. Dr. R. Domrow accepted appointment as Acting Taxonomic Editor 
for the remainder of the term. 


EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS 


The following appointments were made by the Executive: 


News Bulletin Editor: Mr. P. Ferrar 
Assistant Secretary: Miss Z. Liepa 
Assistant Editors: Mrs. S.R. Monteith (since Feb. '74) 


Dr. R.W. Sutherst (to July ‘'74) 
Dr. B.F. Stome (since July ‘'74) 


Assistant Business Manager: Mr. K.C. Binnington (since May ‘'74) 
Editorial Board: Dr. L.B. Barton Browne 
Mr. M. Casimir 
Dr. D.H. Colless 
Dr. E.N. Marks 
Dr. D.K. McAlpine 
Dr. H.E. Paterson 
Prof. I.W.B. Thornton 
Mr. R.A. van Baer 
Conservation Committee: 
Convener - Dr. B.Y. Main 
Members - Mr. T.L. Fenner 
Mr. G.B. Monteith 
Dr. H.E. Paterson 
Dr. J.A.L. Watson 
Insect Export Restrictions 
Survey Committee: 
Convener - Dr. I.M. Mackerras 
Members - Dr. E.N. Marks 
Dr. C.N. Smithers 
Prof. I.W.B. Thornton 
Organiser, 7 AGM: Dr. T.E. Bellas 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLORS 
Affiliated societies appointed the following Councillors: 
Entomological Society of Queensland: Dr. E.M. Exley 
Entomological Society of Australia (NSW): OF. ASE; Casse 
Entomological Society of Victoria: Mr. C. McCubbin 
Royal Zoological Society of NSW: Dr. C.N. Smithers 


MEMBERSHIP 


The Executive recorded with deep regret the deaths of two Foundation 
Members: Miss J.W. Raff and Mr. W.A. Smith. 
Membership of the Society continued to increase steadily. Since June 
1973 there have been two losses by death, five by resignation, and eight by 
cessation of membership. During the same period, 65 new members were elected, 
and total membership now stands at 525. This total includes four Honorary 
Members, 11 Retired Members and 33 Student Members. 


The distribution of members by States is currently: 


NSW 109 vIc 68 WA 25 
OLD 112 SA 37 NT 6 
ACT 85 TAS 24 PNG 19 


Overseas 37 Address Unknown 3 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The Treasurer has reported that 70 members are unfinancial for 1974, 
including 14 who are also in arrears for 1973. 


A new schedule of subscription rates was approved by Council for 
operation as from 1 January 1975. The rates are: 


Ordinary membership $15 
Joint membership 20 
Student membership With Journal) 5 
Student membership (without Journal) 3 
Retired membership (with Journal) 3 
Retired membership (without Journal) 1 
Non-member subscribers to Journal 18 


TREASURER'S REPORT 

The financial year 1973/74 has been marked by considerable rises in 
printing and postage costs and these are largely responsible for the small 
losses recorded in both Publications and General accounts. In the General 
account this situation was aggravated by additional expenses associated with 
the opinion survey on Customs Regulation 13A, the student essay prize and 
the ESQ Jubilee Symposium. These losses, and expected further increases in 
costs, underline the appropriateness of the increases in subscriptions. 


CHIEF EDITOR'S REPORT 


Manuscripts submitted for publication in the Journal have increased 
in number and diversity, and Volume 13 (1974) contained a record 376 pages. 
The continued growth of our Journal is most gratifying and is no doubt 
correlated with increases in Society membership and library subscriptions. 


Library subscriptions now number 216, an increase of 17 since our 
ninth Council meeting in 1973, and represent orders from 36 foreign countries. 
In 1975 it will be necessary to increase the edition from 800 to 850 copies. 


The more modern style and format introduced with Volume 13 part 1 has 
been well received and has proved to be more convenient to authors preparing 
manuscripts and to the editorial staff and the printer. 


Costs of publication continue to increase and could become the 
principal factor limiting growth of the Journal. With the increasing flow 
of manuscripts the policy has been to endeavour to maintain reasonably rapid 
publication by increasing the number of pages. Recently some quite lengthy 
manuscripts have been received and again, so as to maintain a reasonable 
publication time, Journal size would be increased to accommodate these papers. 
Briefly, policy is to aim to give the best possible service to authors and 
members. This service could not be maintained, and in fact the Journal 
would of necessity become smaller, without an increase in subscription. As 
you know, regular membership subscription has been increased to $15 and 
library subscription to $18 per annum. These increases should permit continued 
expansion of the Journal for a reasonable period. 


Needless to say growth in the Journal has also meant an increase in 
the work load of the editorial staff. This has been met by some minor 
restructuring and by greater insistence on manuscripts being submitted in 
correct style and format. The majority of authors have been most co-operative 
in this regard and their consideration is reflected in faster processing of 
manuscripts by editors and printer and by fewer errors at the proof stage. 
Further restructuring and an increase in the number of members of the 
Editorial Board will result in still better distribution of the work load in 
1975. 


Some changes in the editorial staff took place during 1974 and have 
been mentioned in the main report. 
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During the year our most successful Occasional Publication, 
"The Collection and Preservation of Insects", was published in a new, fully 
revised edition, 


K.L.S. Harley 


NEWS BULLETIN EDITOR'S REPORT 


The Bulletin continued to appear quarterly, six parts being issued 
during the period of this report. Production quality was uniformly 
satisfactory, but costs increased substantially in 1974. The cost of 
printing rose moderately, but the increase in postage rates was enormous and, 
with further increases already scheduled, may force the, ca ar eventually to 
consider a lighter format for the Bulletin. 


Material was fairly readily forthcoming, and I thank the Regional 
Councillors particularly for their help in this respect. The Bulletin 
performed its intended news function by keeping members informed of opinions 
and developments on Customs Regulation 13A, and there are signs that it may 
be developing into a forum for members' views on general issues. I hope that 
this trend will increase strongly in the future. 


P. FPerrar 


REPORT OF CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 


The controversial problem of collecting insects for scientific 
purposes in National Parks (which inevitably causes temporary disturbance of 
habitat) was brought to the notice of the Conservation Committee. A specific 
instance in Queensland was raised and drawn to the attention of Queensland 
member, Mr. G.B. Monteith, who is involved with conservation in that State 
through the Entomological Society of Queensland. Presentation of practical 
guidelines (drafted) for collecting in parks was suggested. 


Reservation of alpine insect habitats adjacent to Kanangra-Boyd 
National Park, N.S.W.: This is still under consideration by a member 
(Dr. J.A.L. Watson). 


Aerial spraying for control of salt-marsh mosquitoes by Brisbane City 
Council: The Entomological Society of Queensland has been actively concerned 
with this matter and consequently the AES Conservation Committee has not 
persisted with its earlier involvement here. 


B.Y. Main 


REPORT OF INSECT EXPORT RESTRICTIONS SURVEY COMMITTEE 


The Committee was established in January 1974, on requisition from 
members, to conduct a survey of the views of Australian zoologists on Customs 
Regulation 13A. It met in April to formulate a plan of attack, implementation 
of which has been impeded by logistic difficulties. The enquiry is continuing. 


I.M. Mackerras 


CUSTOMS REGULATION 13A 


The results of the Society's opinion survey on the Regulation were 
published in the News Bulletin (Vol. 10, Pt. 3) in August 1974. They showed 
that the Executive had a clear directive to take further action in the matter. 
Sixty per cent of respondents wanted the Society to seek repeal of the 


Se 


Regulation, and 32 per cent favoured retention of the Regulation but wanted 
extensive modification of the Guidelines under which it is administered. 

The Executive is grateful to Dr. M.T. Tanton, Department of Forestry, Australian 
National University, who acted as Returning Officer for the survey. 


Since the outcome of the survey became known, the Executive and the 
Insect Export Restrictions Survey Committee have actively investigated the 
possibilities for the repeal of the Regulation or, failing that, for 
liberalisation of its Guidelines. Representations for repeal were made to 
the Conference of Australian Museum Directors in August 1974. The Conference 
was not prepared to recommend repeal but it recognized the need to modify the 
Guidelines to meet the many objections voiced by Society members. 


As a result of complex and intensive negotiations between members of 
the Society and of the Conference, a revised set of Guidelines has been 
prepared and will be tabled for discussion at the 7th Annual General Meeting. 
This compromise document incorporates the principles put forward by 
Mr. M.S. Upton in his letter to the News Bulletin (Vol. 10, Pt. 4, pp. 56-58). 


SUBMISSION TO COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY ON MUSEUMS AND NATIONAL COLLECTIONS 


With the approval of Council, the Executive prepared and submitted a 
short document in support of the concept of a National Museum of Biology. 
The need for good public relations and for adequate liaison with State Museums, 
learned societies and other bodies concerned with biological resources was 
stressed and it was proposed that the preparation of cheap handbooks to 
sections of the fauna should be an ultimate aim of the new institution. 


GENERAL REMARKS 


Those members of the Executive who retire from office at the Annual 
General Meeting will do so with mixed feelings: some relief at relinquishing 
their tasks to other members, and regret at severing their ties with a 
committee that administers a highly successful and flourishing society. 


We are all of us most grateful for the assistance given over the past 
five years by the General and Taxonomic Editors, and the News Bulletin Editor; 
by the Assistant Secretaries, Editors and Business Managers; by Regional 
Councillors, members of special committees, and members of the Editorial Board. 


We recognise that the new Executive will carry a heavy burden in 
re-establishing the headquarters of the Society while maintaining the day to 
day business of the Society. We hope that all members will assist in smoothing 
the path for those elected to replace us, and that they will extend to them 
the same generous courtesy and co-operation that we have enjoyed. 


On behalf of the Executive 


B.P. Moore (Vice President) 
P.B. Carne (Secretary) 
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THE AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC. 


Minutes of Seventh Annual General Meeting held at the Australian 
Academy of Science, Canberra, on 18 January 1975. 


OPENING 


The President opened the meeting at 4.10 pm and welcomed members. 


APOLOGIES 


Apologies for absence were received from Prof. E.T. Giles, Dr. E. Hassan, 
Prof. A.F. O'Farrell, Mr. K.L. Taylor and Dr. J.A.L. Watson. 


ATTENDANCE AND PROXIES 


The President (Mr. T.W. Hogan, Chairman), and 43 members (Qld. 6, 
N.S.W. 7, A.C.T. 19, Vic. 7, S.A. 2, W.A. 1, N.T.1). Those present held 
proxies for 37 members (Old. 16, N.S.W. 8, A.C.T. 4, Vic. 4, Tas. 1, S.A. l, 
W.A. 1, P.N.G. 1, Overseas 1). Total votes: 80. 
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DEATHS 


Members stood in silence as a mark of respect to two Foundation Members 
who had died since the previous meeting: Miss J.W. Raff and Mr. W.A. Smith. 


MINUTES OF 6 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Minutes of the 6th AGM, having been circulated to all members, were 
taken as read and adopted (Common/Ferrar). No business arose from them. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE 


The Vice President, Dr. B.P. Moore, presented the Report. Membership 
now exceeded 500, and included the majority of general entomologists in 
Australia. He congratulated the Editors of the Jourmal and News Bulletin on the 
continued improvement of the publications in their charge. The small attendance 
at the meeting was perhaps an indication that members saw publication as the 
major function of the Society. The Executive, in consultation with Council, had 
made a submission to the Committee of Inquiry on Museums and National 
Collections. The level of interest in the Society's Student Awards had been 
disappointingly low, and the Executive recommended that they be discontinued. 

He considered that the Executive's positive actions in relation to Customs 
Regulation 13A had done much to increase the solidarity and reputation of the 
Society, which was now accepted as the legitimate spokesman for Australian 
entomologists. The outcome of the opinion poll had led to negotiations with 
the Conference of Australian Museum Directors (CAMD), and these had already 
resulted in improvements to the draft amended Guidelines. 


The President congratulated the Executive on the work it had done during 
its term of office. Increasing costs had produced many problems; and rising 
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membership, while very welcome, had increased the work load of office bearers. 


The Report was adopted (Moore/Mackerras). 
TREASURER'S REPORT 


The Treasurer, Dr. R.L. Kitching, presented the Report and audited 
Financial Statements. Both the General and Publication Accounts showed slight 
losses, although these were less than might have been expected in view of rising 
costs, and abnormal expenses such as those involved in mounting the Regulation 
13A opinion survey and in supporting publication of the Entomological Society of 
Queensland's Jubilee Symposium. He considered that the . increased subscription 
rates now in force would maintain the Society in a sound financial position for 
a reasonable period. The Report was adopted (Kitching/Liepa). 


AUDITOR 


The Treasurer remarked that it was customary for the General Meeting to 
appoint an Auditor on the recommendation of Council. However, as the Society 
headquarters were to move to Melbourne, Council expected that the new Executive 
would prefer to appoint an auditor resident in that city in preference to the 
Canberra firm currently employed. It was agreed (Kitching/Brzostowski) that 
the new Executive be authorised to select and appoint an auditor for 1975/76. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF OFFICERS AND COUNCILLORS FOR 1975/76 


The Secretary, Dr. P.B. Carne, reported that no more than one nomination 
had been received for any office, and that no ballot had been required. The 


nominations received were: 


President: Dr. 
Vice President 

secretary: Dr. 
Treasurer: Dr. 
Business Manager: Dr. 


Chief Editor: 

General Editor: 
Taxonomic Editor: 
Public Officer: 
Regional Councillors: 


Queensland: 


Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 


Mr. 
Dr. 


New South Wales: Dr. 


Dr. 
A.C.T.: Dr. 
Victoria: Dr. 
Tasmania: Mr. 
South Australia: Mr. 
Western Australia: Dr. 


Papua New Guinea: 


E.N. Marks (Hogan/Mackerras) 


Prof. I.W.B. Thornton (New/Danthanarayana) 


T.G. Amos (Carne/P. Williams) 

G. Ettershank (French/Christy) 
R.A.I. Drew (Nolan/Wharton) 
K.L.S. Harley (Wharton/Nolan) 
B.P. Moore (Thomton/Carne) 

R. Domrow (Woodward/S.R. Monteith) 
P.B. Carne (Common/R.W. Taylor) 


J.G. Brooks (G.B. Monteith/Marks) 
M. Bengston (Wharton/Harley) 


H.A. Rose (McDonald/G.A.c. Beattie) 
J.T. Ridsdill Smith (0O'Farrell/Milner) 


T.E. Bellas (Carne/Moore) 
P. Williams (French/Amos) 
R.J. Hardy (K.L. Taylor/Bedding) 
R.S. Bungey (Birks/Mrs. Moulden) 
W.J. Bailey (Curry/K.T. Richards) 


No nomination received 


Councillors ex officio: 


Immediate Past President Mr. T.W. Hogan 
Previous Treasurer Dr. R.L. Kitching 
Representative Councillors: 

Entomological Society of Qld No nomination received 
Royal Zoological Society of 

N.S.W. Dr. C.N. Smithers 
Entomological Society of 

Australia (N.S.W.) No nomination received 
Entomological Society of 

Victoria - " 


The meeting agreed that the Executive be authorised to seek and appoint 
a Regional Councillor for Papua New Guinea, 


INDUCTION OF NEW EXECUTIVE 


At the suggestion of the Chairman, the current Executive relinquished 
office, Dr. Marks took the Chair, and the business of the meeting resumed. 


LOCATION AND NATURE OF 8 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


It was agreed that the 8th AGM be held in Hobart in May 1976 in 
conjunction with the 47th ANZAAS Congress. “The Executive was asked to consult 
with the Regional Councillor for Tasmania in arranging suitable dates and a 
programme for the meeting. Dr. Marks expressed the hope that a scientific 
session would form part of the meeting. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSFER OF SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS 


The President reported that discussions had been held between members 
of the previous and present Executives, and that arrangements for a smooth 
transition were well in hand. 


CUSTOMS REGULATION 13A 


The President reminded members that the Annual General Meeting was a 
private and privileged meeting of the Society, and that statements made at it 
should be treated as confidential unless published elsewhere. She then 
indicated that a Council recommendation would be put to the meeting by the 
retiring Vice President, Dr. B.P. Moore, and that she would ask Dr. I.M. Mackerras 
and Mr. G.B. Monteith to put certain information before the meeting prior to 
opening the subject for general discussion. 


Dr. Moore said that the Executive, on learning of the promulgation of 
the Regulation, had realised that the move should not be allowed to pass 
unquestioned. There were grave doubts that the measure had widespread support; 
furthermore, implementation had been effected without reference to the Society, 
thus undermining its authority as the legitimate mouthpiece for Australian 
entomologists. The Executive had therefore conducted an opinion survey of 
the membership, the results of which had been published in the August 1974 
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News Bulletin, and gave the Executive a firm direction to take further action 
in the matter. 


As it was learned that the Department of Science preferred to be 
approached through the CAMD, and also as a matter of courtesy, the results of 
the survey and a request to consider repeal of the Regulation were passed to 
that body. For unstated reasons it had declined to recommend repeal but had 
agreed to circulate revised Guidelines to all professional insect taxonomists. 
This initiative had become outdated by later developments in the Fauna Committee 
of the Australian Academy of Science, themselves influenced by the publication 
in the November 1974 News Bulletin of the “Upton compromise". Further negotia- 
tions culminated in the draft Guidelines dated 16.12.74 which had been sent to 
members. 


Responses had been received from 19 members who were unable to attend 
the present meeting. Three were content to accept the Guidelines as they stood, 
and two others would accept them subject to certain clarifications or amendments. 
Seven respondents were totally opposed, and wanted nothing less than the repeal 
of the Regulation; one of these, Dr. J.W. Evans, had submitted a written 
Statement, copies of which were circulated to members present. Dr. Evans 
pointed out that the activities of commercial collectors were not necessarily 
harmful and, under certain circumstances, could be of very real benefit to 
insect taxonomists. Six considered that repeal was the most desirable course, 
but would accept the legislation under protest subject to certain relexations. 
These included reducing the difficulties for workers in institutions that did 
not maintain formal collections, a general reduction of the paperwork involved, 
and the complete exclusion from export restrictions of insects such as honey 
bees and certain species of Drosophila. One respondent pointed out that the 
legislation still had general application, and had not been reduced to a 
reserve measure, as favoured by 26% of those replying to the opinion survey. 
Under these circumstances, he considered that the Guidelines of 16.12.74 
remained unacceptable to 78% of respondents to the opinion survey. 


Council, at its llth Meeting, was well aware of the continuing diversity 
of opinion, and equally aware of the generally felt need for a speedy and 
satisfactory settlement of this unfortunate matter. Dr. Moore then read 
Council's recommendations: 


“Council affirms that the limited support expressed for legislative 
control of the export of insects and other arthropods cannot be held to 
justify the continued existence of Customs Regulation 13A. Concurrently, 
it recognises that, in present circumstances, repeal may be difficult; 
that a compromise may afford the only practicable solution to the present 
impasse; and that such a compromise could adequately serve the best 
interests of entomological science. 


Council therefore recommends that the draft Guidelines dated 16.12.74 
be adopted as a basis for negotiation with CAMD and that due consideration 
be given to amendments to the 12th Schedule of the Act as a means for 
further simplification and refinement of the legislation; that the 
President, in consultation with her advisors, be authorised to seek, on 
the Society's behalf, the best and most liberal solution attainable; 
and that any agreed conditions be subject to full review after two 
years’ service. If, however, negotiations proved unsuccessful, the 
society would be free to seek the repeal of the Regulation." 
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The President then called on Dr. Mackerras, who had assisted the 
previous Executive unofficially in discussions and negotiations. He noted 
the distinction between the Regulation and Schedule 12 on the one hand, neither 
of which could be altered without the consent of the Governor General-in- 
Council, and the Guidelines, which are a departmental document that can be 
altered at any time on the advice of the CAMD. He also noted the publicity 
in Search from June to December 1974, and that the Department of Science 
(a) preferred the CAMD as its official channel of advice, but would meet any 
interested party, and (b) that it would require clear evidence of a consensus 
of informed opinion before it could recommend to the Governor General-in-Council 
to repeal the Regulation and Schedule. He then referred to matters raised by 
Dr. Moore, said that he had the impression that the Academy's Fauna Committee 
preferred Guidelines on the Upton model to repeal, and reported that he had 
written independently to Secretary (Foreign Relations) of the Academy on the 
broader aspects of the problem. 


These events led to a series of draft Guidelines intended to be 
compromises between the scientific liberality aimed at by Upton and the 
rigidity of control desired by the CAMD. The current version is that of 
16.12.74 which could serve as a basis for discussion. The Chairman of the 
CAMD had indicated that representatives of his organisation would be prepared 
to meet Society representatives to discuss any problems arising from the draft 
Guidelines, and that no action would be taken to promulgate them before the 
reactions of the Meeting were made known to him. 


In conclusion, Dr. Mackerras considered it unwise to seek repeal as a 
first choice unless there was confidence of a consensus for it. The "Upton 
compromise" had weakened the consensus that was being approached. [In this 
connection, he noted that the Entomological Society of Queensland, the 
Entomological Society of Australia (N.S.W.), and the Linnean Society of 
New South Wales had all written to the Minister for Science seeking repeal of 
the Regulation, that our own Society's opinion poll had shown a majority in 
favour of repeal, and that it had received expressions of support from both the 
Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales and the Entomological Society of 
Victoria. 


The President then called on Mr. Monteith, President of the Entomological 
Society of Queensland, who read a letter he had received from the Minister for 
Science in reply to his Society's request for repeal. The Minister had indicated 
that if he were advised of a consensus view on the matter among those members of 
the scientific community involved in taxonomy, he would be prepared to consider 
the desirability of retaining, amending or repealing the Regulation, or of 
modifying its Guidelines. 


In order to permit a full discussion, and questioning of speakers, the 
Meeting agreed (Moore/Ferrar) to go into a Committee of the Whole, with the 
President as Chairman. Following lengthy discussion in which most members 
present participated, the formal meeting was resumed and, at the President's 
request, Dr. Moore again read the recommendation of Council and moved (seconded 
Carne) its adoption by the meeting. The motion was amended (Miles/Hogan) by 
changing the word "adopt" in the first sentence of the second paragraph to “use". 
The President pointed out that members wishing to seek repeal of the Regulation 
rather than its modification should vote against the motion. The motion was then 


put and carried (68 for, 11 against, 1 abstention). 


CLOSURE 


There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 
6.05 pm, 
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APPLICATION FOR STUDENT CONCESSION 


Bona fide students may apply for student membership at 4 
subscription rate of either $3.00 per year without the Journal or 
$5.00 per year with the Journal. The Executive has ruled - 


(i) that students must apply for remission of 
subscription at the beginning of each year; 


(ii) that they should give evidence of hardship 
or other good reason why remission should 
be granted; 


(iii) that the application must be endorsed by the 
Head of the student's Department or College; 


(iv) that this form must be returned with the 


subscription before June 30 of the year in 
question (except for newly elected members). 


Name: 
College/Faculty: 


Reason for requesting student concession: 


Calendar year covered by request: 

Endorsement by Head of Department or College: 

Tick subscription rate desired: $3.00 per year (without Journal) 
$5.00 per year (with Journal) 


Date: Signature: *eeeoeoeaeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeneeenaeeeneneeneeeeese 


Please retumm to: 


The Secretary, at the address overleaf. 


Note: If you are not already a member, this application must be 
accompanied by a completed "Form of Nomination for Membership". 


(P.T.O.) 


[MPORTANT: 


Please note condition (tv) above. To obtain the concession 
you must returm this form and your subscription before June 30 
(unless you are newly elected in the year in question). 
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A companion volume to The Insects 
of Australia, this Supplement 
includes new reviews of insect 
vision, behaviour and cytogenetics, 
an extensive new key to the larvae 
of beetles, and brings the literature 
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The Insects of Australia wien sist pubtishea in 1970, 


was greeted with world-wide acclaim: 


EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS 


’ 


. this book is indispensable at any 
price to anyone even peripherally 
interested in insects or in Australia.‘ 
Science 


. a major step forward in the study of 
insects.’ 
Nature 


‘This is an outstanding production, both 
in content and in presentation.’ 
Entomology Abstracts 


‘It might well claim to be the most 
extensive English language treatment of 
insect systematics since the Cambridge 
Natural History volumes, and it challenges 
comparison with the Grassé ‘Traite de 
Zoologie’.’ 

Systematic Zoology 


& 


A SAMPLE PAGE 

1 Volume; 24.5 x 18 cm; 156 pages; 
43 illustrations; bibliography of 
over 650 references; 

index ISBN 0 522 84070 1 


“Insects of Australia is the best general 
book on insects of a major geographical 
region yet to appear, and is an important 
contribution to entomological knowledge. 
The New Zealand Entomologist 


, 


‘This superb book is a highly 

successful attempt to fill a major gap in 

entomological literature... ° 
Entomologists’ Monthly Magazine 


‘The importance of this new treatise 
cannot be overrated, since with its modern 
approach it will serve as a basic reference 
work not only for students of Australian 
entomology but also for those in other 
parts of the world...’ 

Entomologist’s Gazette 


THE INSECTS OF AUSTRALIA, by appropriate cross-reference. 


published in 1970, took its place The two works, used in 

quite naturally among the fore- conjunction, give scholars an 
most scholarly works of this entree to a liberal education in 
century. The present Supplement modern entomology. 


provides the student with a highly 
effective retrospect on progress 


in entomological knowledge in 1. Supplement to 


Australia from 1968 to early The Insects of Australia 
1974. No pains have been spared $ 8.00 recommended price 
to ensure a thorough and 

authoritative coverage, and to 2. The Insects of Australia 
weld Supplement to parent book $ 21.80 recommended price 


ORDER FORM 


Published by Melbourne University Press, 
P.O. Box 278, Cariton South, Victoria, 
3053, Australia. 


TO 
(bookseller) 
Please send me ...........cseeeees copies of 
1. Supplement to The Insects of Australia .. . . . . $$ 8.00 
2. The Insects of Australia aya $ 21.80 


[ ] Charge my account 
[ ] Cheque herewith 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 
(SIGNATURE) 


